[HLA, blood group, secretory factor, pepsinogen I, and Helicobacter pylori in duodenal ulcer patients].
Duodenal ulcer is a multifactorial entity where a genetic predisposition and extrinsic elements seem to concur in its origin. A series of genetic and extrinsic markers were determined in 50 patients with duodenal ulcer and 50 controls matched by age, sex and socioeconomical status. HLA antigens dit not have significant differences. Blood group O Rh+ was predominant (p < 0.01). Secretor status of antigen HBO in saliva was positive in 70% of patients (p < 0.001). Serum Pepsinogen I was increased in 85% of cases (p < 0.001). Immunoglobulin G anti H. pylori was positive in 62% of ulcerous (p < 0.001). The highest sensibility and negative predictive value was represented by increased serum pepsinogen levels (85%); the highest specificity and positive predictive value was to Ig G anti H. pylori (90 and 86%). These results affirm the polygenic character of the duodenal ulcer disease.